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necessity of loyalty to the Church. Defend the
unity of the Church, and talk of other things
afterwards: preserve the Church which was in
peril of destruction; only then, when you have
leisure, after the battle, debate other things.
This being the Jesuit attitude, and the Jesuits
having become by far the chief influence in the
mid-seventeenth century throughout Catholic
Europe, those men in Catholic Europe who
leaned towards emotion in religion, towards
personal experience, almost towards what the
Calvinist enemy called " conversion," chose
the Jesuits as their special antagonists. A powerful
writer in the Netherlands called Jansen (in
the Latin form Jansenius) stood for all this. He
wrote a book based upon St. Augustine, and that
book represented the reaction of Calvinism
upon the Catholic Church. Jansenism, as it
was called, stood for all that swing, even in its
extremes; and the great Pascal, a mathematician,
as Descartes had been, but also what Descartes
was not, a genius at writing, took up the cudgels
for Jansenism. He did not know his subject well.
He had to be coached. Most of what he wrote
in his famous pamphlets the " Provinciales " shows
ignorance of his authorities whom he only got at
second hand. Also his puritanism could not sur-
vive. But his style had that principal effect which
good writing always has, and by that he still lives.